PROCEEDINGS OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING
September 21, 2009
CITY OF HAVRE DE GRACE, MARYLAND


The regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council was called to order on September 21, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Wayne H. Dougherty presiding and the following members present:  Council President Craig, Councilmember’s Cullum, Martin, Shank, Guldenzopf and Miller. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Dougherty and the opening prayer by Nick McDonald from Upper Chesapeake.  
A Motion was made by Councilman Miller and seconded by Councilman Cullum to amend August 17, 2009 minutes as follows: Page 2, third paragraph. Councilmember Guldenzopf explained that the purpose of the proposed Ordinance #908 is based on the Council Planning [Committee’s] recommendation to allow the Hearing Examiner to be used where a Majority of the Board of Appeals membership feels it’s necessary.
A motion was made by Councilman Martin and seconded by Councilman Shank to amend the August 17, 2009 minutes as follows: Page 5- Last paragraph. Although a final figure was not available, it is believed that the Seafood Festival brought in approximately $350,000 to a half million dollars that weekend [to the local economy]. On a motion by Councilmember Shank and seconded by Councilmember Miller, the minutes were approved as amended. 
PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITIONS:
A. Introduction of Corporal Jay Cooper and K-9 Zio and Private First Class Brian Daniels and K-9 Benny. (Assisted by Chief Walter)  Chief Walter introduced the two newest members of the HDG police department. The K-9 and their partner received 20 weeks of training in New Castle, DE.  The K-9 dogs are members of the National Police K-9 Association and they reside with the officers listed above.

B. Presentation of CAPER (Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report) from Harford County Department of Community Services.  Mrs. Streeter states the annual report is 200 pages. Copies are available on line and at the library.
C. Presentation from the Office of Tourism (Assisted by: Laurrapine Grille-Bruce Clark) to Susquehanna Hose Company and Presentation to Tidewater Marina (Garrett Pensell) from Office of Tourism (Brigitte Peters) Brigitte Peters spoke about the “Dam Jam”. This was sponsored by Laurrapine Grills Bruce Clark and Tidewater Marinas Garrett Pensell. Forty six kayakers participated in this event. The course started at the dam and ended at Tidewater Marina in HDG. All proceeds were donated to the Susquehanna Hose Company. The total amount of proceeds donated totaled $1,180. Bruce stated that next year he would like to advertise more and bring more kayakers and funds to the community. Mayor Dougherty commended all the volunteers for their efforts. Mayor Dougherty thanked Bruce and Garrett for opening their business and perhaps bringing another event to Havre de Grace next year.
D. Firefighters of the Month: (June, July and August 2009) June 2009: Lt Matty Bannon and Firefighter Brain Minutoli (Not present at meeting) July 2009; Firefighter Ed Grainger and August 2009; Firefighter Sam Cubberley. Recognitions were given by the Mayor. Mayor Dougherty commended their dedication and hard work.
E. Presentation of Community Updates: (Fall Streetscape Improvements) (Presented by Carol Mathis for Meghan Simmons) Power Point Presentation was given for the upcoming improvements that will be taking place in HDG. The 400 block of Franklin Street will have new installation of signature brick sidewalk, new street lighting, planting of four street trees, installation of new benches, trash receptacles and planters. This will take approximately 30-45 days to complete. Secondly, the 300-400 block of Pennington Avenue will have a signature brick sidewalk, new street lighting, and installation of new benches, trash receptacles and planters. This is will take approximately 45-60 days to complete. Thirdly, there will be five brick pedestrian walk ways installed at the intersection of Green, Washington and St John Street. Approximate time of completion is yet to be determined. The Mayor clarified that this project was a hold over due to the water plant construction. He also stated that only one side of the sidewalk will be closed unless equipment needs to be brought in.
APPOINTMENTS: NONE
OATH OF OFFICE: NONE

COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS ON AGENDA ITEMS: NONE
RESOLUTIONS: 
A. Street Opening Policy (By: Councilmember Miller)

“Resolutions:

A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and seconded by Councilmember Shank to introduce Resolution No. 2009-13, “A Resolution of the Mayor and City Council of Havre de Grace, Maryland pursuant to Annotated Code of Maryland Article 23A, the Havre de Grace City Charter, and the Code of the City of Havre de Grace Vehicles and Traffic Section 190.33 (Ordinance 792) Permit Required for Street Excavations, to identify the permit form to be used by the City’s Department of public Works for Street Excavation.”  After explaining the rationale surrounding the purpose of the Resolution Councilmember Miller motioned to adopt the Resolution on first reading.  Councilmember Martin seconded that motion.  Councilmember Guldenzopf made a motion which was seconded by Councilmember Shank to add a line on the current permit application to include location of staging.  After further discussion, Councilmember Craig made a motion which was seconded by Councilmember Shank to add a disclosure to the application form to indicating that this application process only applies to street openings and not to any other form of construction.   

ORDINANCES:

A. Credit for Homestead Real Property Tax: (Presented by Council Member Craig)

“An Ordinance by the Mayor and the City Council of Havre de Grace, Maryland amending the Havre de Grace City Code Chapter 177 Section 177-2, Amount of Credit for the Homestead Real Property Tax.”

Council President Craig made the motion to introduce this Ordinance, which was seconded by Councilmember Shank. Voted on and passed 6-0. The Ordinance header was read and assigned the number 909. Councilmember Miller made a motion to adopt Ordinance #909 on First Reading, which was seconded by Council President Craig. Council President Craig thanked Councilmember Cullum the Chair of Budget and Finance and Mayor Dougherty. The intent of Ordinance is to take the value of the credit from 9% to 5% keeping this percentage in line with that of Harford County. This will provide a greater value to homeowners in the City by preventing excessive assessment.  Council President Craig thanked Mr. DeHority and Councilmember Cullum.  Council President Craig commented that to be in compliance this needs to be initiated by November and that is why this is being introduced now. Councilmember Cullum commented that we need to keep in mind that with the current appraisals this will reduce our revenue by $270,000 which will need to be made up in our budget. This will not apply to business or rental properties. The motion was carried unanimously. A public hearing is scheduled for October 5th, 2009.

B.  Water/Sewer Commission: (Presented by Councilmember Cullum)

“An Ordinance by the Mayor and City of Havre de Grace, Maryland containing amendments to the City Code Chapter 25 Boards, Committees and Commissions, Article X Water/Sewer Commission Section 25-65; 25-66 and 25-67. A motion was made by Councilmember Cullum and seconded by Coucilmember Miller to introduce Ordinance #910 for first reading.  Councilmember Cullum stated the Water and Sewer Commission are requesting the following changes. 1. Section A 25-65; Commission members are requesting that an Item F be added  which states review all requests made to the City for reduction or waiver or any Capitol costs or recovery fee and make recommendation to the Mayor and City Council. 2. Section B 25-66 Organization and Members Line A; change members from 6 to 7, change 3 to 4 members of the public, change 2 to 3 citizens of Havre de Grace. Line CC; change 3 to 4 minimum required meetings for voting members. This will allow for a stronger citizen involvement and voice when setting sewer and water rates.  On motion by Councilmember Cullum and seconded by Councilmember Shank and upon a unanimous vote of 6-0 the Ordinance was adopted as amended on first reading.  A public hearing is scheduled for October 5, 2009 at 7pm.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS/OLD BUSINESS (NONE)
NEW BUSINESS

Budget Amendment Request #2010-02; (Presented by Councilmember Cullum)

“Budget Amendment for two(2) Capitol Projects that were expected to be completed, but were not. Funding for these projects, therefore, needs to be re-established in fiscal 2010 to authorize payment for completion of the projects. Budget Projects are: 1) Street Rehabilitation by Frank J. Goettner (Acct. 301-7-1251-7013) and 2) Water Line Replacement on Ontario (Acct. #09-9-1232-9024). Councilmember Cullum made the motion to approve, which was seconded by Councilmember Shank.  Source funds were verified by Mr. George DeHority and confirmed. Motion 6-0 by voice.

BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR

A. A letter was read by the Mayor from Betty Coakley commending the dedication of Emergency Services, especially the Ambulance Corps that saved her husbands life.

B. Concord Point Lighthouse now has there website up and running.

C. HCC 1st annual Hurd Walk/Run honoring a former student. Intended to raise awareness for highway tragedies. 

D. Young at Heart, Don Shapell will be present November 23rd. He is a singer/song writer.  Also will have blood pressure screenings.
E. CTY- Community awareness notification. This message will be sent to all Havre de Grace Citizens.  Notifications such as public hearings, closing and emergencies. Mayor Dougherty urges everyone to listen to the message. Total delivered was 4,868.

F. Water Plant incident this morning. CTY sent message out to inform citizens. Total citizens reached (live) by CTY were 1,142. Council President Craig suggests that we add comments about the water quality when necessary. He also commended Major Van Gilder
BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL


A. Council President Craig will be out of town 9/25/09 and will return 10/5/09. Motion was made by Council President Craig for Councilmember Miller to assume responsibilities during this time. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Cullum. Motion carries 5-1.


B. Council Action Committee: This committee will examine old City Hall to review and discuss future options and maintenance for this building. Councilmember Martin will Chair this committee. This committee shall not have less than three but no more than five citizens. Councilmember Cullum will also serve on this committee. The committee is asked to provide a written report to the Council no later then January 1, 2010. Once this is determined the committee will seek out appropriate funding.

C.  Council President:  thanked the volunteers at the Forton- Lee fundraiser.


D.  Council President:  Thanked the volunteers of the Susquehanna Hose Company.


E. Council President: Thanked Councilmember Shank for opening a line of communication with Mr. Osman who now is the newest member of the Harford County Board of Education.


D. Council President: Mentioned that St. John Episcopal Church rang 200 bells in celebration of their history.


E. Councilmember Shank: Would like to thank the Public Safety Committee and the Mayor’s support. Commented that this committee allows us the keep our city a safe place. 

F. Councilmember Shank: Commented on Artist Genevieve Britton. She has opened a new location on 467 Franklin Street named the Painted Lady. Ms. Britton provides art décor to compliment your home however specializes in Murals. Ms. Britton is a local resident. 
G. Councilmember Shank: Graw days 10/10/09. Second Annual. Horse related and children’s activities are planned.  Can contact Dianna Broomell @ 410-939-1811.
H. Councilmember Guldenzopf- Commented on the dedication of Margaret Famous, Mentioned Zoning Committee and nominees for the Comphresive Zoning Committees. Making nominations at next Council Meeting; Requested a reminder to all skateboarders; Attended new elected reception at the Governor’s office; Remind citizens of Healthy Harford at UCH; Attended dedication for Quint 5; Mystic Whaler will be coming up the Chanel on Wednesday. There will be a series of events this weekend with the Mystic Whaler. Will be docked at Heron Harbor. Commented and thanked everyone for there patience while she is trying to balance this new position. 
I. Councilmember Cullum: Commented August 25, 2009 is the next W/S commission meeting. 

Was able to join foreign dignitary fuction; attending a meeting for the MD Municipal Committee; Attended the MML conference and was able to speak with a number of elected officials many of the 157 Municipalities of the State; Commented on Major Van Gilder and his professionalism on the CTY message.

J. Councilmember Martin: Accepts request to Chair for Action Committee to review uses for old City Hall. Looks forward to working with Co- Chair Councilmember Cullum.
K. Mayor Dougherty addressed Mrs. Famous dedication. Thanks her for being a wonderful asset to the Mayor, City Hall, City Council and the Citizens.

Mayor Dougherty introduces Shyla Glassman, the new Executive Assistant. 

Councilmember Cullum also addressed Margaret’s dedication to the Council.  Council President Craig reflects an example of Margaret’s dedication. 

COMMENTS FROM THE CITIZENS


A. Stewart Hutchinson (122 Grace Manor Drive): Concerns regarding the “cut thru” at Grace Manor. The volume and traffic is a great concern. The residents at Grace Manor completed a survey and noted over 500 vehicles in 2 hours, 8 cars per minute in this “cut thru”. Mr. Hutchinson proposed a couple of solutions to this concern. 1. Grace Manor to be closed to two way traffic becomes a one way street only. 2. Consider a traffic survey other than the one that was conducted by the residents of the community. 3. Reduce speed limit on grace manor drive from 25mph to 15mph. 4. Address the intersection of Otsego and Rt 40. Traffic tries to avoid that intersection, therefore cutting thru Grace Manor. A Petition was submitted for review. The petition is an effort to make this a safer neighborhood. 
Councilmember Shank will take this to the Street Traffic Committee; they will evaluate make recommendations then take to Public Safety Committee and the Chief of Police. 
B. Keith Briefly (11 Concord Place) Commented on the performance by the City County. Mr. Briefly thanks the Chair of the Planning Committee and arranging four public meetings. As a citizen of Havre de Grace he is pleased to thank the City Council for being responsible and responsive. 

C. Helen Hopkins (St. John’s Towers) Commented that she is familiar with short hand and had a very good telephone voice. She would like a phone call if the Mayor’s office needs assistance answering phones.

D. Al Boehley (907 Greenway Ct) Comments on the work done on his street and additional paving. Mayor Dougherty commented and apologized for the length of time that it took to resolve this problem. 
The Council Meeting was formally adjourned at 9:37pm


