PROCEEDINGS OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING
November 2, 2009
City of Havre de Grace, Maryland

The regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council was called to order on November 2, 2009 at 7:00 pm with Mayor H. Dougherty presiding and the following members present: Council President Craig, Councilmember’s Cullum, Martin, Shank, Miller and Guldenzopf. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Dougherty and the opening prayer by Pastor Ed Heydt.

On motion by Councilmember Martin and seconded by Councilmember Cullum and on five affirmative votes, the minutes of October 19, 2009 were approved. 
RECOGNITIONS:

A. Meadowvale Elementary School 4th grade student-Isabella Schatz; Havre de Grace Middle School 7th grade student; Casey Brown; Havre de Grace High School Senior; Dravon Stanley.

PROCLAMATIONS:

B. Municipal Government Works Month- Presented to Councilmember Cullum as a representative on behalf of the Havre de Grace City Council. 

APPOINTMENTS:
A. On a motion by Council President Craig and seconded by Councilmember Miller, Donald Angert was reappointed to serve on the RAD Loan Committee. Motion carries 6-0.

B. On a motion by Council President Craig and seconded by Councilmember Cullum, Michael Hatem was reappointed to serve on the RAD Loan Committee. Motion carries 6-0.

C. On a motion by Council President Craig and seconded by Councilmember Miller, Joe Kochenderfer was reappointed to serve on the Planning Commission and will begin his reappointment term January 1, 2010. Motion carries 6-0.

D. On a motion by Councilmember Martin and seconded by Councilmember Miller, William E.  Putland was appointed to serve on the Board of Appeals. Motion carries 6-0. 

E.  On a motion by Councilmember Guldenzopf and seconded by Councilmember Miller, Phil Barker was appointed to serve on the Planning Commission. Motion carries 6-0.
OATH OF OFFICE: NONE
A. Reappointments do not have to be sworn in.   Mr. Putland and Mr. Barker will be sworn in at a later date. 
COMMENTS FROM THE CITIZENS ON AGENDA ITEMS: NONE
RESOLUTIONS: 

A.  A motion was made by Council President Craig and seconded by Councilmember Shank to introduce Resolution No. 2009-16. “A RESOLUTION BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF HAVRE DE GRACE, ADOPTED PURSUANT TO SECTION 76 OF THE CHARTER IF HAVRE DE GRACE MARYLAND TO APPROVE A LEASE WITH ZION TEMPLE CHURCH, INC.”
Councilmember’s Cullum and Miller stated this resolution should not be assigned a number until the lease has been reviewed first. Councilmember Cullum stated the Council and citizens should review a proposed lease prior to a public hearing. Stated he will not vote to introduce this Resolution. Paul Ishak stated the Resolution can be assigned a number and the Council can vote up or down on the Resolution after the Public Hearing.  Mayor Dougherty stated the lease will be completed this week and presenting a lease that is incomplete is unfair to the citizens. Council President Craig stated the intent by Council is to make the public aware what we are working on.  Councilmember Miller stated he doesn’t feel it is necessary to assign a number at this time. Motion carries 4-2; opposed votes by Councilmember Cullum and Miller. 
ORDINANCES: NONE
UNFINISHED BUSINESS/OLD BUSINESS 
A. A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and seconded by Councilmember Cullum to proceed in accordance with Section 10-508 of the Annotated Code of Maryland, The Havre de Grace City Council will meet in closed session today Monday November 2, 2009 at the conclusion of the Council Meeting. The purpose of this closed meeting is to discuss three subjects. 1. The legal issue concerning St. John’s Commons. 2. To discuss personnel issues. 3. To discuss potential business located in the City.

BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR:

1. The Havre de Grace Water Plant will hold a discussion regarding the current construction on November 18th at 1:30pm in the Council Chambers.  Local businesses and citizens are invited. 
2. Town Hall Meeting is scheduled for December 3, 2009 at 6pm in the Council Chambers. Emphasis will be “Everything you wanted to know about taxation and assessments but were afraid to ask.” 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL:
Council President Craig:
1. No Comments

Councilmember Cullum:

1. No Comments.

Councilmember Martin:

1. No Comments

Councilmember Miller:

1. Reminded everyone to bag leaves and dispose with regular household trash.  Leaves should not be blown into the street as they can cause flooding. Referred to Ordinance # 784.
2. If a citizen notices a street light that is not working, they are to call City Hall.

3. Hatem Bridge Update Meeting will be November 17th @ 2pm at City Hall. 

Councilmember Shank:

1. Kathy Cullum is having a knee replacement and asked that we keep her in our thoughts and prayers.
2. Friday is Havre de Grace High School Homecoming. 

3. On Wednesday November 4th, Havre de Grace Elementary will have early dismissal and all Havre de Grace Schools are closed Thursday and Friday. A reminder goes out to watch for children at play. 

4. “Arts by the Bay” will celebrate their one year anniversary. Commends Pat Fair for her hard work.

5. Welcomes new employee Colleen Critzer to City Hall.

6. The next Public Safety Committee would be held on November 5th at 5pm.    The meeting is open to the public.

Councilmember Guldenzopf:

1. Attended several public meetings regarding trails and byways that Havre de Grace is a part of. Hoping to draw potential visitors.
2. Planning Committee meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7pm. The meeting is open to the Public. Brenda appreciates the hard work of committee members.

COMMENTS FROM THE CITIZENS:

1. Mr. John Lee Sr. 437 Battery Drive: Hometown Hero Earl Christy will be coming home to speak at the African American Expo February 6th and would like to have the support from the Mayor and City Council. Mr. Lee is requesting the City purchase an Ad and presents a Proclamation.  Earl Christy is a retired Jets Quarterback. 

2. Mr. Jeff Owens, 560 Bourbon St. Havre de Grace, MD: Mr. Owens, speaking as a partner of Maryland State Brokers, expressed his concerns to the Mayor and City Council about the moratorium imposed on all pawn shop applications within the RB District. He feels that this City government makes it very difficult to open a business and asked for the City’s support.  In addition, he stated that he understood that, at the time the moratorium was imposed, it was to affect any future applicants.  In summary, Mr. Owens is concerned about the way in which City Council has handled the question of pawn shop uses in the RB District.  Mayor Dougherty suggested that Mr. Owens advise Ms. Telsing to take her request to the Board of Appeals.  Councilman Cullum stated that he felt the pawn shop uses should be a permitted use in the RIB District.  City Attorney Ishak stated that according to Article 66B the approving authority lies with the Planning Commission and Board of Appeals.

3. Ms. Debra Guy- Telsing, 457 Majestic Prince Circle, Havre de Grace, MD: Ms. Guy- Telsing advised the Mayor and City Council that she too would like the support from the Mayor and City Council with opening her limited partnership business in Havre de Grace. She feels that her business will be a viable business enterprise in the Downtown District.

4. Jeremy Mothershed- 1601 Level Road, Havre de Grace, MD: Mr. Mothershed informed the Mayor and City Council about the Second Annual “Toys for Tots” campaign. This will benefit local children. The campaign begins November 1st and goes to December 10th 2009.  Gifts/Toys are to be new and unwrapped. The Ambulance Corp would like to fill an Ambulance with gifts and toys to benefit our local children in need. 

5. Robert Robinson- 320 S. Stokes Street, Havre de Grace, MD: Mr. Robinson is asking the Mayor and City Council to change Pink Lane to Primose Lane in the memory of his father and life long citizen Ralph Primose Robinson Jr. (Deceased) 
6. Sharon Gallagher- 660 Green St, Havre de Grace, MD: Expressed disappointment with the alleged protocol and procedures that Council is using for new businesses. 
7. Elly Mentzer- 343 Green St, Havre de Grace, MD: Ms. Mentzer states that she is not sure of the process it takes to open a new business.  Feels that businesses are not able to complete the process of opening due to political issues and would like to see Councilmember Guldenzopf use her committee to complete Ordinances and follow through. 
8. Jerry Flinton- 305 Master derby Drive, Havre de Grace, MD: Mr. Derby wanted clarification of Board of Appeals process.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and seconded by Councilmember Martin to adjourn at 8:20 pm. 

