PROCEEDINGS OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING
November 16, 2009
City of Havre de Grace, Maryland

The regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council was called to order on November 16, 2009 at 7:20 pm with Mayor H. Dougherty presiding and the following members present: Council President Craig, Councilmember’s Cullum, Martin, Shank, Miller and Guldenzopf. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Dougherty and the opening prayer by Pastor Cordell Hunter of St. James AME Church.

A motion was made by Council President Craig and seconded by Councilmember Miller to amend the agenda. Add a presentation of a proclamation to the HDG dancers as they celebrated their 20 year anniversary and to also remove the Oath of Office. 

On motion by Councilmember Martin and seconded by Councilmember Cullum and on six affirmative votes, the minutes of November 2, 2009 were approved. 

RECOGNITIONS/PROCLAMATIONS
A. Firefighter for the month of September presented to Gene Burchette. Firefighters for the month of October are Captain Joey Steelman, Lieutenant Ron Cardwell and Firefighter Melvin Wolinski.

B. Proclamation presented to Parks and Recreation Dance Team accepting the Proclamation is Shannon Hitchings, Kristin Jones Terry Easter.
C. Special presentation by Mayor Wayne Dougherty and Council President Craig. Rene Lambert achieves the “Key to the City”. 
D. Special presentation by Mayor Dougherty to Brigitte Peters. Brigitte Peters is the manager of tourism. Two plaques were presented. “Best Printed Promotional Award” and “Audrey Davenport Hospitality Person of the Year Award”
APPOINTMENTS:
A. On a motion by Councilmember Shank and seconded by Councilmember Miller, William H. Johnson was reappointed to serve on the Street and Traffic Safety and Advisory Board. Motion carries 6-0. Mr. Johnson’s reappointment term will begin December 4, 2009 and term ending date will be December 4, 2012.
COMMENTS FROM THE CITIZENS ON AGENDA ITEMS: NONE
RESOLUTIONS: NONE
ORDINANCES: NONE
UNFINISHED BUSINESS/OLD BUSINESS 
A. A motion was made by Council President Craig and seconded by Councilmember Cullum to approve the contract of Larry Parks, Director of Public Works. Motion carries 6-0
B. A motion was made by Council President Craig and seconded by Councilmember Guldenzopf to approve the employment contract of Carol Mathis, Director of Administration.  Upon a roll call vote Council President Craig and Councilmember’s Martin and Guldenzopf were in favor of the motion and Councilmember’s Cullum, Miller and Shank were not in favor of the motion.  Mayor Dougherty broke the tie by voting in favor of the motion.

 

NEW BUSINESS:

A. Special Events:
1. A motion was made by Councilmember Shank and seconded by Councilmember Miller to approve the Mardi gras Parade sponsored by Laurrapin Grille on Tuesday, February 16th, 2010. Motion carries 6-0.

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Shank and seconded by Councilmember Miller to approve the Upper Chesapeake Residential Hospice Regatta on Saturday June 5, 2010. Motion carries 6-0.

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Shank and seconded by Councilmember Cullum to approve the Multiple Sclerosis Walk at the Havre de Grace High School Sunday, April 18, 2010. Motion carries 6-0.
B. Independent Auditors Report:

Mr. Daniel J. Kenney, Principal, and Mr. Christopher C. Hamilton, Senior Associate, of the Reznick Group presented the findings of their audit of the fiscal 2009 annual financial statements to the Mayor and City Council. The audit resulted in an unqualified opinion, no material weaknesses or control deficiencies were identified by the audit, and one audit adjustment was required by the audit. The single adjustment related to capitalizing interest on Fund 9 debt as an additional cost to construct the new Wastewater Plant.

In a summary of the financial condition of the City as of June 30, 2009, the auditors noted that the net assets of the City had increased $7 million in fiscal 2009, primarily in business type activities. The auditors also noted a slight decrease to primary government revenues and primary expenditures when compared to fiscal 2008. Finally, the auditors noted that there were several conditions noted in the previous audit that continued to exist and have been reported in a management letter to the Mayor and City Council. The auditors reiterated that, while not material weaknesses or control deficiencies, the items should continue to be addressed by the City. The items relate to contingency planning, access to computer data, back-up and recovery of computer data, and developing a computer system strategic plan.

BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR:

1. Results from CTY were discussed. Missing person’s case; call went out at 9:38am on 11/12/09 and @ 10:35 am the person’s friend was able to identify the missing person. 1,642 deliveries in a geographically area. Public hearing announcement went out on CTY to city residents and businesses; 2,043 successful deliveries. 

2. Update on Corporal William Zepp- Chief Walter stated that he is still at University of Maryland and his condition is improving. Thanked the City for continued prayers and thoughts and fundraisers for him and his family. Stated Corporal William Zepp is “a great police officer”.
3. Water Plant update will be held November 18 2009 @ 1:30 in the Council Chambers.

4. Town Hall meeting is scheduled for December 3, 2009. Topic will be Assessment and Taxation”.

5. Park clean up will be held November 14th and 21st at Craig Park and Jean Roberts Park. Fifty four volunteers turned out to help.  Mayor Dougherty attended and stated everyone was excited to help out.

6. Mayor Dougherty attended a memorial service for Lieutenant Colonel Juanita Warman on Sunday at Macgregor’s.  Thanked Barbara Porcelli, Jim Newby and Major John Van Gilder for helping the community and family. Lieutenant Colonel Juanita Warman paid the ultimate price for her country.
7. On November 5th, 2009, The Mayor received communication from Councilmember Bill Martin regarding old City Hall. The correspondence was read into the record. A meeting was held in the Mayor’s office with Councilmember Bill Martin, Carol Mathis, Council President Craig, Mayor Dougherty, Paul Ishak and Baxter Leppert.  A memo that was provided to all Council in response to Councilmember Martin’s correspondence was read into the record. 
8. Mayor Dougherty will be attending a Chamber breakfast in Perryville on November 17, 2009. Casinos will be a hot topic.

9. Happy 50th Birthday to Meadowvale Elementary School. The Mayor attended a celebration at the school and reflected the last 50 years of their history. 
BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL:
Council President Craig:
1. Benefit pit beef and car wash will be held November 28th, 9-4 at Firehouse 1 on Juanita Street.
     Corporal William Zepp does so much for the City, works for the City and lives in the City
  The benefit will help the family with travel expenses to and from the hospital. Council President                Craig encourages the community to attend this event.
Councilmember Cullum:

1. Concerning the Audit- give the budget finance committee 1-2 weeks to review this and then schedule a meeting with finance. 
2. Appreciates the work that is being done at Old City Hall.
3. HDG was mentioned in the Sun paper for “Hidden Gem Neighborhood”
Councilmember Martin:

1. Commends and Congratulates Brigitte Peters for a job well done. Is very proud of our Tourism department in Havre de Grace.
2. Sent letters to various commissions, committees and boards asking them to propose a vision for Old City Hall. 
3. Old City Hall Action Committee consists of the following people; Bob Taylor, David   Craig, John Correri, Councilmember Cullum, Councilmember Martin and Ellsworth Shank and Baxter Leppert.  This committee will report back to the citizens by January 1st, 2010. The Fire Marshall will be assessing the building as well.  The building is 140 years old. Encourages the city to offer ideas and suggestion. Old City Hall needs to be vacated and needs care.
Councilmember Miller:
1. Reminder- Park clean up at Craig Park and Jean Roberts Park will take place again this Saturday at 9am. 
2. Also attended the memorial service for Juanita Warman. Two buses will be going to Arlington Cemetery to pay respects to Lieutenant Colonel  Juanita Warman on Monday. Please call Dan Lee for more information. 

3. On Black Friday (November 27, 2009) 21 Businesses in the down town area will stay open until 8pm. Santa Claus will be visiting from 5-8pm at 317 St. John’s Street. 
4. Hatem Bridge- Meeting open to the Public is scheduled for Tuesday November 17th, 2009 @ 2pm in the Council Chambers. 

Councilmember Shank:

1. Thanked the Mayor for being a part of the clean up at the park. Also thanked Councilmember Miller who also helped.  Mayor Dougherty and Councilmember Miller were sponsors of this event. 
2. Commended Brigitte on her dedication and hard work. Mentioned that Fox news was in Havre de Grace at the Decoy Museum last week and Brigitte helped promote Havre de Grace in one of the segments. 
3. Dr. Milak has the H1N1 vaccine. Cost is $20.00, Cash only.

4. Councilmember Shank, Miller and Pete Pannos of Citizens Nursing home will take a tour of the facility. Encouraged the other Councilmember’s to attend.
5. Havre de Grace Warriors won their first play off last week thanks to Coach Brooks and the players. They will be playing Joppa this week. Come out to support the home team.

6. The last “First Friday” will be held December 4th. Santa will be arriving by fire truck and the Christmas tree will be turned on. 
7. The 37th Candle light tour will be December 13th from 4-8pm. The tour has nine homes. Tickets can be purchased at the following businesses, Washington St. Books, Java by the Bay, Decoy Museum and the visitor’s center. This is the main fundraiser for the Lock House. 
8. Would like the Mayor to attend the next public safety committee. Would like to discuss alternative ways for the ambulance to have access to the helipad. 
9. Thanks Larry Parks and DPW for installing bright white stop bars on RT 155. 
10. November is American Diabetes Month. Urges everyone to be evaluated.
Councilmember Guldenzopf:

1. Appreciates the hard work from Council during the past 2 closed sessions.

2. Commends Councilmember Martin and Mayor Dougherty for being proactive with the issues at Old City Hall. 

3. Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for November 23, 2009. RB amendment is with the City Attorney for legal review. Looking forward to discussing at the Council meeting in December. 
4. The Zoning Review Committee is working hard. The Committee is reviewing specific zoning areas and is closely looking into zoning definitions.

5. Councilmember Guldenzopf is dedicated to promoting history. Commends the work in the city parks.  Important to improve environmental heritage. 
Comments from the Citizens:

Rene Lambert- Thanked everyone for graciously presenting him with the Key to the City. 
Dan Tracey 2911 Cragiston Lane, Abingdon MD: 

~Stated Coakley’s Pub raised over $2100 for the Zepp Family during the fundraiser, challenges any business raise more.

~Thanked HCN for all their hard work.

~Thanked the Mayor and City Council for passing the Mardi Gras event. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Cullum and seconded by Councilmember Martin to adjourn at 9pm.


