PROCEEDINGS OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING
October 5, 2009
City of Havre de Grace, Maryland

The regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council was called to order on October 5, 2009 at 7:08 pm with the Mayor H. Dougherty presiding and the following members present: Acting Council President Miller, Councilmember Cullum, Martin, Shank and Guldenzopf. Council President Craig was absent due to being out of town. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Dougherty and the opening prayer by Pastor Ron Smith.


On motion by Councilmember Shank and seconded by Councilmember Martin and on five affirmative votes, the minutes of September 21, 2009 were approved.  
PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITIONS:

A. Meadowvale Elementary Student, Natalie Gorham and Havre de Grace High School Student Justine Cerruto were recognized by Mayor Dougherty as Student of the Month.
B. Mr. John Winterstein from Harford Memorial Hospital accepted the Proclamation on behalf of the Health Care Security and Safety Officers. The Proclamation was presented by Mayor Dougherty, Chief Walter and Councilmember Shank. Councilmember Shank and Chief Walter expressed their gratitude to all Security and Safety Officers from Harford Memorial Hospital. Mayor expresses that Harford Memorial Hospital is a safe place and upholds great service.

C.  Havre de Grace SMILES Officers:  On behalf of Smiles officers, thanked the Mayor and Council for their generous donations. President of SMILES speaks- Invites Mayor to Ravens games. Mayor accepts invitation and expresses appreciation for the SMILES group and commends the dedication to the community that SMILES provide. 
APPOINTMENTS:

A. On motion by Acting Council President Miller and seconded by Councilmember Shank, Carolyn Wuyts and Sheila Spence were appointed to serve on the Arts Commission. 

B. On motion by Councilmember Guldenzopf and seconded by Councilmember Cullum, the following citizens were appointed to serve on the Zoning Review Committee. Barbara Porcelli, Carlos Cherry, David Salisbury, Lori Maslin, Ron Browning (absent), Allen Fair and Billie Smith. 

OATH OF OFFICE:

A. Mayor Dougherty administered the Oath of Office to Ms. Wuyts and Ms. Spence for a term of two (2) years ending October 5, 2011.
B. Mayor Dougherty administered the Oath of Office to Ms. Procelli. Mr. Cherry. Mr. Saulsbury, Ms. Maslin, Mr. Fair and Ms. Smith. Mr. Browning will take the Oath of Office at a later date. A term is not noted on this Committee. 

Councilmember Guldenzopf appreciates the ones who applied for this committee. Ten applications were received and there were seven positions to fill. She commented this was a challenging choice however feels the selected applicants are dedicated to this committee.

COMMENTS FROM THE CITIZENS:
A. Charles Packard- 712 Shawnee Brook Drive- Thanks the Council for considering his proposed amendments regarding wording in Ordinance #908.  He would appreciate the Council’s approval of Ordinance #908. 
RESOLUTIONS: 

A. A motion was made by Councilmember Cullum and seconded by Councilmember Shank to introduce Resolution No.2009-14, “A Resolution of the Mayor and City Council of Havre de Grace Maryland Municipal Corporation to approve a real property tax credit against the City property tax imposed on the eligible assessment for property in the enterprise zone known as CVS pharmacy, site at 1000 Pulaski Highway, Havre de Grace, MD 21028, presently owned by CVS 75563 MD LLC.” After explaining the rationale surrounding the purpose of the Resolution, Councilmember Cullum made the motion to adopt the Resolution. Councilmember Shank seconded that motion. It was voted on and passed 5-0.
B. A motion was made by Councilmember Cullum and seconded by Councilmember Shank to introduce Resolution No.2009-15, “A Resolution of the Mayor and City Council of Havre de Grace Maryland Municipal Corporation to approve a real property tax credit against the City property tax imposed on the eligible assessment for property in the enterprise zone known as the Kinsley Property, site 1840 Clark Road, Havre de Grace, MD 21078, presently owned by Kinsley equities II Limited Partnership.” After explaining the rationale surrounding the purpose of the Resolution Councilmember Cullum made the motion to adopt the Resolution. Councilmember Martin seconded that motion; voted on and passed 5-0.
ORDINANCE:
A. A motion was made by Councilmember Guldenzopf and seconded by Councilmember Shank to introduce for second reading Ordinance #908, “ An Ordinance of the Mayor and City Council of Havre de Grace containing amendments to the City Code Chapter 25- Boards, Committees and Commissions, Article III Board of Appeal Section 25-15.” Motion for second reading passed 5-0.  A motion was made by Councilmember Miller to adopt on second reading. Councilmember Martin seconded that motion. ​​​​​​​​​​1. Prior to voting, ​Councilmember Guldenzopf proposed an amendment to this Ordinance regarding Section 1A, (B7)- [THE BOARD SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO ADOPT AND PUBLISH ADDITIONAL RULES WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL WHICH MAY BE NECESSARY TO EXERCISE THE BOARD’S FUNCTION. Councilmember Shank seconded motion. A brief discussion took place asking clarification for Councilmember Guldenzopf’s change.  Motion carries 3-2. (Councilmember Cullum and Martin are opposed)

B. Councilmember Guldenzopf proposed to amend Section 1B(C2)- THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD HAS THE DISCRETION OR THE BOARD BY MAJORITY VOTE DURING A PUBLIC MEETING SHALL [has the discretion to] DETERMINE WHEN THE SERVICES OF THE HEARING EXAMINER WILL BE UTILIZED.  Councilmember Miller seconded motion.  Motion to adopt as amended approved 5-0.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS/OLD BUSINESS (NONE)

NEW BUSINESS: 
A. A motion was made by Councilmember Guldenzopf and seconded by Councilmember Cullum for sign in City of Right of way at 407 S. Juniata St- Ikes Deli. Passed 5-0 Voice
B. A motion was made by Councilmember Guldenzopf and seconded by Councilmember Cullum for Sign in City of Right of Way at 629 Revolution St.  Passed 5-0 Voice
C. A motion was made by Councilmember Guldenzopf and seconded by Councilmember Cullum for Havre de Grace Methodist Church monument for Sign in City of Right of Way. 4+, 1-
       One abstention. – Councilmember Shank.  

D. A motion was made by Acting Council President Miller and seconded by Councilmember   Shank and in accordance with Section 10-508 of the Annotated Code of Maryland, The Mayor and Havre de Grace City Council met in a closed session. The purpose of this closed session was to discuss the employment contract for Director of Planning. Motion carries 5-0. Following the closed session, the City Council meeting was reconvened at 8:50 pm with Mayor Dougherty presiding and the following members present, Acting Council President Miller, Councilmember Cullum, Councilmember Martin, Councilmember Shank and Councilmember Guldenzopf. A motion was made by Acting Council President Miller to approve the contract for Mr. Neal Mills, Director of Planning; seconded by Councilmember Shank. Motion carries 5-0.
OATH OF OFFICE: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING
A. Mayor Dougherty introduced Mr. W. Neal Mills as the new Director of Planning. Mayor Dougherty administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Mills. 

BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR (NONE)

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL:

Acting Council President Miller:

1) October 10th and 17th Fall clean up 8am-12am at Community Center. 

Councilmember Martin:

1) Congratulates Neal Mills- New Director of Planning.

Councilmember Cullum:

1) Welcomes Mr. Mills.

2) Reminder that Susquehanna Hose Company (Firehouse 4) is having their open house from 11-4pm. Asked Charles Packard to go into more details. 

Councilmember Guldenzopf

1) Welcomes Mr. Mills and looks forward to working with him.

2) Thanked everyone for welcoming the Mystic Whaler, also thanked everyone who purchased tickets. 

3.) Would like to remind everyone to keep the non profit organizations in mind in this economic downturn.

Councilmember Shank: 

1) Thanked Barbara Porcelli (Buduckas) and Sharon Duncan (Vancherries) for their community service. These ladies organized a special clean up on the property between Craig Park and Jean Roberts Park on November 7th and November 14th. The Mayor and Council President Craig will be present.
2) October is breast cancer awareness month.
3) Second annual Graw Day 10am-5pm downtown sponsored by Mainstreet. 106 vendors will be present. 
4) Ghost Tours through HDG, sponsored by Main Street tickets are available at Main Street

5) Thursday November 5th, 2009 Safety Committee Meeting; Open to the public
6) “A Better Man” Play in October 17th, 18th and 24th, 25th. Tickets can be purchased at the Maritime Museum.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CITIZENS:

1) Charles Vasilakis- 974 Chesapeake Drive- Updated the Mayor and City Council on the status of their work within the Concerned Citizens Committee.  The Committee continues to stay active in the community. The next CCC meeting will be held at City Hall Chambers Thursday October 8th at 6:30
2) Rick Mcgregor- 553 Giles Street. Asked Councilmember Guldenzopf for an update in the R/B Zoning.  A draft has been reviewed at planning Committee and went to Planning Commission for initial review and Councilmember Guldenzopf will give an update at the end of the month. Councilmember Guldenzopf would like to have the Director of Planning involved as well.
3) Charles Packard 712 Shawnee Brook Drive- Board of Appeals. Would like to announce work sessions that are scheduled. The work sessions are scheduled for October 20th at 7pm and November 5th at 5pm.  These meetings will be held in the Council Chambers.
4) Joe K 819 Tydings Road- Coca Cola and the City of HDG participated in a community service project near the Mason Dixon Trail. Commented how encouraging the event was to see how the efforts of the volunteers.  Coca Cola will be closing in November.

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Councilmember Martin and seconded by 
Councilmember Guldenzopf to adjourn at 9:20 pm. 

