PROCEEDINGS OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING
October 19, 2009
City of Havre de Grace, Maryland

The regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council was called to order on October 19, 2009 at 7:00 pm with Mayor H. Dougherty presiding and the following members present: Council President Craig, Councilmember’s Cullum, Martin, Shank, Miller and Guldenzopf. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Dougherty and the opening prayer by Pastor Lonna Smith.


On motion by Councilmember Shank and seconded by Councilmember Cullum and on five affirmative votes, the minutes of October 5, 2009 were approved.  Council President Craig abstained from voting on the October 5, 2009 minutes as he was not present at the Council meeting. 
A motion was made by Council President Craig to amend the agenda. The amendment item 6B, -The presenter is ill and will post pone presentation; Items 12 B, C, D, defer proceeding into a closed session during the Council meeting; the intent is to proceed with closed session after the meeting. Council member Cullum seconded the amendments.  Motion carries 6-0.

PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITIONS:

A. Boys and Girls Club of Harford County: Proclamation presented to: Nathan Wassmer and Eddie Rembold.
B. Time in History: Old footage of Graw Racetrack. Presented by Main Street: Bill Watson and Mike Brown. Mike Brown is the producer of the film. Film represented the years 1912-1950.

C. Mayor Wayne Dougherty complimented on the video and states this is a value piece of history.

D. Citizens Care Center and Rehabilitation- Ms. Bettty Coakley and Ms. Janet MacDonald (Presentation concerning volunteers) Council President amended to a later date due to illness of presenter. 
APPOINTMENTS: NONE
OATH OF OFFICE: NONE
COMMENTS FROM THE CITIZENS ON AGENDA ITEMS: NONE
RESOLUTIONS: NONE
ORDINANCES:
A. A motion was made by Councilmember Cullum and seconded by Council President Craig to introduce for second reading Ordinance #909, “An Ordinance of the Mayor and City Council of Havre de Grace, Maryland amending the Havre de Grace City Code Chapter 177 Section 177-2, Amount of Credit for the Homestead Real Property Tax.” A motion was made by Councilmember Cullum to adopt on second reading.  Councilmember Shank seconded that motion.  Motion carries 6-0.
B. A motion was made by Councilmember Cullum and seconded by Councilmember Shank to introduce for second reading Ordinance #910, “An Ordinance by the Mayor and City Council of Havre de Grace, Maryland containing amendments to the City Code Chapter 25 Boards, Committees, and Commissions, Article X Water/Sewer Commission 25-65; 25-66 and 25-67.” Motion for second reading passed 6-0. A motion was made by Councilmember Cullum to adopt on second reading. Councilmember Miller seconded that motion. 1. Prior to voting, Councilmember Cullum proposed a motion to amend Section 25-66, #4 currently reads [Department of Administration], amend to Director of Administration. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Shank. Motion carries 6-0.  Councilmember Cullum proposed a motion to amend Section 25-69, B; currently reads [first regular scheduled City Council meeting in October]; amend to End of Calendar year. Councilmember Shank seconded motion. Motion to adopt on second reading as amended was approved by roll call vote 6-0. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS/OLD BUSINESS (NONE)

A. Recommendation from legal council; Paul Ishak advised Council that he will discuss St. John’s Commons in a closed session after adjournment of this Council meeting. A motion was made at adjournment.
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Fiscal 2010, first quarter financial results were provided by Mayor Wayne Dougherty. Mayor Dougherty feels comfortable with this report. He hopes that the second quarter report is just as inspiring. 
B. Special Event was presented by Carol Mathis; Director of Administration. The event is an Annual Halloween Costume Parade on October 30, 2009; 5-8pm. The Location will be Congress and Washington Street; and not to exceed the bookstore. The sponsor is the Havre de Grace Recreation Committee. A motion by Councilmember Miller was made for approval. Councilmember Martin seconded the motion. Motion carries 6-0. Councilmember Miller suggests that the council offer expanded space next year due to the amount of children that attend the function. He states that the event is growing out of their space. Council President Craig also concurs with Councilmember Miller’s suggestion. Councilmember Shank will be the liaison between the admin committee and Council for all special events. All Special events will be sent to Councilmember Shank. 
BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR:

1. Young at heart continues to meet every Wednesday’s at 10am @ the Activity Center.   Young at heart celebrated eight years of service last week. Programs are fantastic. 
2. Community activity center for all age groups, contact Terrie Glenn for a listing of activities.  
3. Thursday Council attended MML; Economy was a topic. Mayor credits staff and council for recommendations and suggestions for preparing the first quarter budget.
4. Received a pamphlet from the assessment and taxation department from MML. The Mayor states the information is easy to read and a great resource for our citizens. They are located in the lobby at City Hall. 

5. Vineyard Wine Bar will have their ribbon cutting in Friday 4:30; Joe, Jared and Suzanne had a wonderful soft opening. Mayor Dougherty is impressed with their partnership in the community. 
6. Utility audit overview has been completed; is being cautious with the budget.  APPI Energy

Consultants. They completed an audit on all electrical usages. Working with staff to select consultant to help save energy, looking at a 3 year contract. City can gain $125-200,000 in savings. Full report will be done and submitted to council. Final stages of this have not been completed at this time.
7. Met with Rachael McCullua, Liaison from the Governors office regarding budget cuts etc, felt this was a productive conversation. During this conversion, a copy of the legislative packet was given. 
BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL:
Council President Craig:
1. No comments

Councilmember Shank:

1. Harford County and Aberdeen, believes that they have co-op together on energy savings. 

2. Introduced Neal Mills and thanked for his efforts during the tasks today. 
Councilmember Guldenzopf:

1. Thanked Main Street for the wonderful events in the last 2 weeks.

2. Planning Committee has been busy, a lot of many things going on. 

3. Impressed with Mr. Mills.


4. Planning Committee is still working on the amendment to RB district. Will be going to the Attorney this week and we can look forward to an introduction in November.

5. Zoning Review Committee- second meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 10-20 @7pm; looking forward to feedback from the Committee.
   6. Attending Citizens Care Group which has a parallel Zoning Review Committee would like to collaborate. Would like the two groups work closely together so work is not duplicated.


7. Any Appointment or Re- Appointment is thought out thoroughly before making any decisions.
8. Halloween- Remember Safety, check Candy and be safe.

Councilmember Cullum:

1. Mentions Annual MML Fall Conference is held Thursday and Friday. Fall conference is this week in Rocky Gap, municipalities will discuss state budget and Legislative priorities will be discussed.  The Mayor and City Council will be attending. (Except Councilmember’s Shank and Guldenzopf)
Councilmember Martin:

1.No comments

Councilmember Miller:

1. Park clean up at Jean Roberts and Hutchins Park is scheduled for Saturday November 7th and 14th.  Contact Sharon Duncan for more information. 
2. Tidewater Drive and Heather Dr should be seeing activity. Contractors are working on the roads. 
3. DPW has replaced most of the water meters. The industrial meters also have been replaced.
4. Anyone who travels Ontario Street, Linden Lane, Otsego Street or RT 40 and notices traffic issues during rush hour, citizens should know that this issue is being addressed.

BUSINESS FROM THE CITIZENS:

1. Bob Robinson 320 South Stokes St. Havre de Grace: Mr. Robinson is asking the Mayor and City Council to change Pink Street to “Premrose Lane” in the memory of his father and life long citizen Ralph Premose Robinson Jr. (Deceased)
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and seconded by Councilmember Cullum to proceed in accordance with Section 10-508 of the Annotated Code of Maryland, the Havre de Grace City Council will meet in closed session today Monday October 19, 2009 at the conclusion of this Council meeting. The purpose of this closed session is to seek legal counsel from the City Attorney regarding St. John’s Commons. Mayor Dougherty will recuse himself and Council President Craig will proceed as Acting Mayor during closed session. Motion carries 4-0
A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and seconded by Councilmember Martin to adjourn at 8:20 pm. 

